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HiranySksha had a brother by name HiranyakasMpu
(5—3). Having vanquished the celestials he occupied ail
their possessions and fnonopolised their sha<?e in the
-sacrificial offerings. Having .assumed the form of a man-
lion he killed him together with all the. Asuras and re-
established the Suras (celestials) in their own stations.
' Narasinha* (man-lion incarnation of Vishnu) was then
worshipped by the.celestials.
Formerly in the war between 'Devas and Asuras the
Suras were dereated and driven out of heaven by Bali and
his followers and sought the protection of Hari. Having
promised safety unto the celestials, been prayed for by
Aditya and Kashyapaf and been born as a dwarf from
Aditya he went to the sacrifice of BaliJ who promised to-
* Man-lion incarnation of Vishnu. The following is the mythol<^-
gical account of this incarnarnation.
In ancient time there were two demon kings named Hiranyaksha
and HiranyaKashipu. They were deadly enemies of Vishnu and tried
their best to put down "his worship. Their attempts were however
baffled by the birth of a pious son of Hiranya Kashipu, by name
Pralhada, who was a devout follower of Vishnu, HiranyaKashipu
tried every possible means to induce his son not to worship Vishnu but
he was unsuccessful, He then tried to kill him, by throwing htm down*
from a mountain summit, by placing him under the feet of a mad
elephant and by various other means, but all to. no purpose. One
day growing exasperated he asked his son "Wheieis your Hari?'r
Pralhada said "My Hari is everywhere—He is even in this pillar
before you." The Danava king, in anger, struck the pillar with his
foot and anon Vishnu came oiit inhis man-lion form and killed him.
f He was the son of Marichi, the son of Brahma and one of the
progenitors of created beings. In Puranas* he is described as the
husbaiKi of Adfci and twelve other daughters of Daksha, and father of
gods, demons, men and of the entire animal creation. He is one of
tt*e seven sages and father of Vivaswat and Vishnu and grand-father
of Manu. Adtti had twelve sons of whom Shukra was the eldest and
Vishnu the youngest*
| Bali was a powerful and pious king. Eveiv now people point out
his city near Madras. The king grew so very powerful by his virtues
that even Indra the king, of celestials had & givejife sovereignly unto

